
 
 

Dear Pine Ridge Families, 

 

It has been great to see so many of you at 

Parent/Teacher Conferences and STEAM Night! 

As I write this, there are many topics I’d like to 

touch on: 

 

STEAM night was a fantastic event!  The Pine 

Ridge family was well represented, and this the 

4th year we have hosted such an event.  We are 

happy to see that our district has now engaged 

multiple sites to ensure our FHPS families 

receive this awesome experience as well. 

 

We will wrap up MAP Testing (2nd through 4th 

grade) the middle of this month and will be 

sending home the scores by the end of the 

month.  Teachers will email the guidance 

documents for the scores prior to them coming 

home.  We are excited to look at the data on 

many levels to help us in instruction planning. As 

we get deeper into the 2nd semester, we still have 

lots of time left to work on growth.  Thank you 

for having your children present and ready to 

learn. 

 

Back in December, I mentioned that as a district we would be looking at our K-6 attendance data. This week 

you received (or will receive at conferences) a positive attendance brochure and letter discussing the positive 

impact on students that are here and on time! 

 

Please note a major change in our schedule: The Art Show that was scheduled for 2/28 is now being combined 

with Camp-Read-A lot and will be held on 3/22. You will have the opportunity to enjoy both the celebration of 

reading and the wonderful artwork that has been created. We will communicate this again as we get closer.   

 

Lastly, please continue to be safe in our drop-off/pick up line in the afternoon.  We are hearing that some are 

making an unsafe left into our parking lot.  Please wait until it is safe to make the left so that our walkers and 

oncoming traffic can continue to flow without incident. Thank you so much for your patience!   

 

Mrs. James  

Pine Ridge Principal  

 

The RIDGE 
             February  2017 

 

Coming Up 
   

Feb. 13 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 4:30- 7:00 PM 

Feb. 14 Love My Community Service Projects 

 2:30 PM 

Feb. 17 4th Grade Recorder Concert  

3:00 PM – Gym 

Feb. 20 Presidents Day – No school  

Feb. 24 General PTO meeting/ 9:00 AM 

 Media Center 

Feb. 25 Griffin’s Star Wars Game 

Feb. 27 FHPS School Board Meeting – AV 

Feb. 28 Postponed  -Art Show  

 

Looking Ahead 
   

March 11 Carnival – 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

March 13 & 14 Book Swap 

March 17 Half day for students/PD for Staff 

March 20 FHPS School Board Meeting NT  

March 22 Camp Read-A-Lot 6:00-8:00 PM 

March 30 ½ Day – Dismissal at 11:55 AM 

March 31  First Day of Spring Break   

 

 



 

  

Goodwillie Environmental School Selection 
 
1. In lieu of our informational parent meeting in February, 

the staff at GES has created a FAQ and informational 

video which will be on the GES website by the end of 

February. 

 

2. Informational letters to all 4th grade families will be 

mailed the week of Monday, February 27th. Please note we 

will transition to an online application process. Paper copies 

will be available for families at EMS if needed. 

 

3. Student/Parent GES 

Visitation will be conducted 

on Friday, April 28th. 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Fun Evening!  

We have very busy and involved families at Pine Ridge! For 

many reasons, we have decided to combine our Art Night 

with our Camp-Read-A-Lot so you can experience both in 

one evening. Clear your calendars for February 28, (no Art 

Show that night) and put March 22 in bold. More 

information will follow and we thank you for your 

flexibility. Watch for further information!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Remaining Half Days  
 

On the dates listed below, school will be dismissed at  

11:55 AM. All buses will run like normal, leaving about noon 

as opposed to 3:50 PM. Please make a note of these 

remaining dates!  
 
3/17 – 3/30 – 5/12 – 6/8- 6/9 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Board of Education Meetings 

 
February’s Board of Education Meeting will be held  

on February 27 at  Ada Vista at 7:00 PM. 

 

March’s Board of Education Meeting will be held 

March 20 at Northern Trails at 7:00 PM. 
 

  
 
 

Spanish News from Mrs. Saladin 

 
As the late Nelson Mandela said, “If you talk to a man in a 

language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk 

to him in his language that goes to his heart.” 

To provide our children an excellent education, and to keep 

America competitive economically, we would do well to heed 

his words. 

Today, a world-class education means learning to speak, read 

and write languages in addition to English. 

In an interconnected, interdependent global economy, we 

must prepare our children for a future in which their social 

and economic success will depend on their ability to 

understand diverse perspectives and communicate with 

people from other cultures and language groups. This isn’t a 

matter of getting ahead — it’s a matter of catching up. 

It is common for students in other countries to be required 

to study two or three languages in addition to their own. We 

would do well to keep up with that idea. 

 

Señora Saladin 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Principal Text Messages! 

 
How to join “Pine Ridge Remind” – 

 Prepare to send a text message 

 In the “To” field enter: 81010 

 In the “Message” field enter: 

 @cf492g 

Don’t have a smart phone? Go to rmd.at/cf492g on a 

computer to sign up for email messages.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
Notice of Nondiscrimination Policy 

Forest Hills Public Schools is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination 
on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, 
height, weight, marital status, genetic information, or any legally 
protected characteristic in its programs and activities, including 
employment opportunities. Any questions concerning compliance issues 
with Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, including athletic 
issues, which prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, or inquiries  
related to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of handicap, should be directed to:                      

Christine Annese, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 
Forest Hills Public Schools 
6590 Cascade Road SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

616-493-8805 
 

 



The Art Corner 

Surrealistic Landscape Painting 
Through the generosity of one of our Pine Ridge families, the Art Room now has three light boxes. These are 

amazing and versatile tools. Previously, if we wanted to trace something, we had to stand on the tables and 

use the windows. This is much easier and better. We have already used them for a lesson plan in the 4th 

Grade. 

Tracing may seem a little like 

cheating, but it has a place in Art 

Education. The act of tracing 

develops fine motor and hand-eye 

coordination. There are times when 

the young artist can use a little 

extra support. I have found, when 

doing this project in the past, that 

our kids have a hard time making 

evenly space concentric circles. If 

the circles aren’t well drawn, then 

the painting is more difficult. The 

light boxes offered a perfect 

solution. 

This lesson plan has a lot going for 

it. First, they learn what concentric 

means. Then we look at value, 

which in art means the relative 

lightness or darkness of a color, not what something is worth. After drawing the pattern our young artists create 

a value scale. A scale, of course, is an instrument for measuring. The assignment is to paint each circle a 

slightly lighter color, attempting to create even steps from 100% color to 100% white. It can be pretty tricky.  

To finish the landscape, “trees” are added by making little puddles of India ink and blowing them around with 

straws. Changing the angle of the straw, the air pressure, etc., changes the effect. We are creating a strong 

contrast between the very controlled technique employed in the sky and the very loose technique used to 

make the trees. The end result is a Surrealistic Landscape. Surrealism means something recognizable, as 

opposed to non-objective art, but not literal. This is not a landscape you are likely to see on Earth. 

Reminders 

The annual Pine Ridge Art Show has been moved to March 22. For the first time we are combining two events, 

the Art Show and Camp Read-A-Lot.  There will be enough excitement and activities to make a whole night of 

it. The theme for this year’s Art Show is Making History at Pine Ridge. For as long as there have been 

humans on Earth, there has been artwork. Our students represent the latest movement in a long, proud 

tradition. Be sure to come and see their work!  

BTW, the Surrealistic Landscape paintings will be featured at the show. 

On another note, we still have some students without paint shirts. As we progress through the year we do 

messier things. A paint shirt is a good idea. One of Dad’s old T-shirts is perfect. 


