
 
Happy New Year! 

I hope your break was wonderful with sweet 

memories.   

 

We are definitely back into the swing of things 

here at the Ridge.  With two snow days and a 

different schedule next week, January is going 

fast!  

 

This is officially the halfway point of the year 

and despite the snow days and schedules, we are 

working diligently to provide opportunities for 

deeper learning while assessing students as we 

prepare for report cards. 

 

Our Martin Luther King school-wide silent march 

was awesome.  Students placed paper hands 

around the school indicating how they will show 

Pride, Respect, and Responsibility by making a 

better world with their own hands . The 

students did an outstanding job of 

commemorating his life and legacy.  With no 

school on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, we wanted 

to honor him ahead of time. Great job, Rangers! 

 

Tom Woodruff will be here to draw with our 

third and fourth graders on January 26 and 27. Family Drawing Night is Thursday, January 26 at 6:00 

PM. I hear amazing things about this night and am excited 

to see it happen. 

 

STEAM night is going to be awesome.  It is scheduled  

for March 2. I hope to see you all there! 

 

As you can tell, there is a lot going on here at Pine Ridge. 

We thank you for all of your support and for trusting us 

with your children. 

 

Mrs. James  

Pine Ridge Principal  

 

The RIDGE 
             January  2017 

 

Coming Up 
   

Jan. 16  No School for Students 

 FHPS School Board Meeting - Collins 

Jan. 19 & 20 Half Days – School dismissed at 

11:55 AM – Record Marking 

Jan. 26 Tom Woodruff Drawing Night 

6:00 PM – Media Center 

 

Looking Ahead 
   

Feb. 2  STEAM Night – 6:00-8:00 PM   

Feb. 7, 9 & 13 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 4:30- 7:00 PM 

Feb. 14 Love My Community Service Projects 

 2:30 PM 

Feb. 17 4th Grade Recorder Concert  

3:00 PM – Gym 

Feb. 20 Presidents Day – No school  

Feb. 24 General PTO meeting/ 9:00 AM 

 Media Center 

Feb. 25 Griffin’s Game 

Feb. 27 FHPS School Board Meeting – AV 

Feb. 28 Art Show at PR – 6:00-8:00 PM 

 



  

Half Days – Two next week -  AND 

No school on Monday 1/16!  
 

We still have several half days of school on the calendar 

this year.  On the dates listed below, school will be 

dismissed at 11:55. All buses will run like normal, leaving 

about noon as opposed to 3:50 PM. Please make a note of 

these remaining dates!  
 
1/19 – 1/20 – 3/17 – 3/30 – 5/12 – 6/8- 6/9 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Board of Education Meetings 

 
January’s Board of Education Meeting will be held  

on January 16 at  Collins Elementary at 7:00 PM. 

 

February’s Board of Education Meeting will be held 

February 27 at Ada Vista at 7:00 PM. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Spring Musicals 
 

The Musical Dates are as follows, please make a note of 

them: 

Kindergarten – TBA – they are done during the school day 

and Mr. Mainero will give you more information in the 

spring. 

 

These musicals are all at 7:00 PM in the Gym. 

1st Grade –  May 10 

2nd Grade – April 20 

3rd Grade – April 19 

4th Grade -  May 25 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Principal Text Messages! 

 
How to join “Pine Ridge Remind” – 

 Prepare to send a text message 

 In the “To” field enter: 81010 

 In the “Message” field enter: 

 @cf492g 

Don’t have a smart phone? Go to rmd.at/cf492g on a 

computer to sign up for email messages.  

  
 
 

Other Important Dates 
 

Drawing Night with Tom Woodruff – 1/26 

S. T. E. A. M. Night – 2/2 

Conferences – 2/7, 2/9 and 2/13 

Art Show – 2/28 

Camp Read-A-Lot – 3/22 

Field Day 5/24 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Be Prepared for the 

Weather 

 
Please stay informed about the 

day’s forecast and send your 

students with the appropriate 

clothing for the day.  

Be aware of big forecast changes.  If there is snow on the 

ground, and students do not have boots and snow pants, they 

are required to stay on the paved areas. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mittens / Gloves 
 

In the office, we have a bin of mittens and gloves that kids 

can borrow if they forget theirs. They don’t always get 

returned to us. If you have any extra gloves or mittens that 

your kids may have outgrown, please send them in! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Snacks 
 

Most classes have a snack twice a day. Several children come 

to the office every day asking for a snack because they 

don’t have one. If you have any snacks that you would like to 

donate for our snack bin – we won’t say no!  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Notice of Nondiscrimination Policy 

Forest Hills Public Schools is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination 
on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, 
height, weight, marital status, genetic information, or any legally 
protected characteristic in its programs and activities, including 
employment opportunities. Any questions concerning compliance issues 
with Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, including athletic 
issues, which prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, or inquiries  
related to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of handicap, should be directed to:                      

Christine Annese, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 
Forest Hills Public Schools 
6590 Cascade Road SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

616-493-8805 



The Art Corner 

Integrating the Curriculum 
I remember when I was in High School (a hundred years ago) my teachers used to say they couldn’t open our 

heads up and pour the information in. Their point was that we needed to study, but to carry the analogy a step 

further, we now know that quality education is not about memorizing a bunch of facts. What we do is train the 

brain to think, and teach students to be innovators and problem solvers. Many different types of activity will 

train the same parts of the brain. For example, it is well documented 

that learning Music exercises the same part of the brain that learns 

Math. There are many ways integrate the Art curriculum with 

academics.  

In Kindergarten we have the opportunity to help young minds learn 

to form their letters. We are exercising developing motor skills as 

well as making the mental connections between the image of a 

letter and 

the sounds 

it makes. 

Making artwork with letters can be a big help. In these 

photos we see some of our Kinders making a resist 

from the alphabet. This lesson reinforces early 

learning skills, makes connections with physical 

sciences, and brings a little Math to the party. 

 First they draw the letters in the squares with oil 

pastels. They need to be drawn heavily. To make it 

more interesting the artist should use many colors. 

Next, each square is painted, right over the letter. The 

paint sticks 

to the paper, but the oil pastels “resist” the paint. It is a lot of fun to 

watch and listen to our little ones as they see the interaction 

between these three very different materials. Not only does the 

paint react very differently to the paper and the oil pastel, but 

different color 

combinations 

yield very 

different 

results. We 

also have a 

Math problem 

here: the 

paper contains 

25 squares but 

there are 26 

letters. How 

are we going 

to fit them in? Can you spot tour solution? 

  


